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JUNEAU

WHEN TO VISIT

Different seasons 
mean different  
activities and  
adventures.

GRANTED, 
WE’RE  
BIASED.  
WE THINK 
ANY TIME 
IS A GOOD 
TIME TO 
VISIT  
ALASKA! 

PEAK SEASON WINTER SEASON

SEASONAL PERKS

SHOULDER SEASON SHOULDER SEASON

SUMMER WINTER SPRINGFALL

This is a great time to 
be outdoors: hiking, 
fishing, boating,  
wildlife viewing, and 
just having fun under 
the midnight sun. 

The long days and 
warmer temperatures 
are perfect for  
outdoor activities.

ALASKA PRO TIP:
dress in layers

Tour operators and 
businesses often 
have special rates 
during this time.

Dark skies at night 
mean stars and 
northern lights.

Businesses getting 
ready for summer 
offer early season 
discounts.

Fall is harvest time.
From fish and game 
to wild berries, 
Alaskans are 
celebrating nature’s 
bounty.

Spring is wildlife 
migration time, and 
cruise lines are just 
starting their Alaska 
season.

Snowmachining, 
fat-tire biking, skiing, 
and dog mushing 
are great winter 
activities. 

May - September Late September October - March April - Early May

INTERIOR

ARCTIC

SOUTHWEST

INSIDE PASSAGE

SOUTHCENTRAL

short sleeves, shorts long sleeves, pants winter jacketlong underwearwindbreaker, light jacketinsulated bootswaterproof bootshat, gloves

SPRING SUMMER FALL WINTER

CLOTHING COMFORT GUIDE
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PLANNING YOUR TRIP TRAVEL TIPS

COMFORTS OF HOME
In cities and larger towns, we have conveniences like ATMs,  
hospitals, and coffee shops. Cell coverage and Wi-Fi are good in 
urban areas, but you might not have them in more remote locations. 

We’re on  
island time.

We have two!

Get ready 
to set those 
watches!

BY AIR
The fastest and easiest way to get 
here. Major airlines have frequent 
services to gateway cities including 
Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau, and 
Ketchikan year-round. Don’t forget 
your Real ID or passport to fly 
starting May 2023. Get more details 
at www.tsa.gov/real-id.

Traveling by cruise ship is the most 
popular way to visit Alaska, and 
it’s easy to see why. With ports of 
call in stunning locations, nonstop 
views of mountains and glaciers, 
abundant marine wildlife, and 
small and large ship options,  
Alaska is a cruiser’s paradise.

Find out all the boat tourism details and more at: TravelAlaska.com/GettingHere

BY SEA

GLACIER BAY

1 HOUR 
AHEAD

1 HOUR 
BEHIND

2 HOURS 
AHEAD

3 HOURS 
AHEAD

4 HOURS 
AHEADAKST

TIME ZONES
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GETTING HERE

ONLY IN ALASKA

Adventure Green Alaska (AGA) is a program for businesses across  
Alaska that have committed to responsible tourism. AGA-certified  
companies support our local economy, manage resources sustainably, 
mitigate environmental impact, and respect local customs and Alaska 
Native cultures. You can learn more at TravelAlaska.com/Sustainable.

Check out these resources for 
adaptive travel information:
• dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/access
• challengealaska.org
• sailinc.org

Holidays: We celebrate major 
U.S. holidays, and throw in a 
few of our own. Most state  
offices are closed, but all  
federal offices will be open.

Seward’s Day  |  March  
Honors the day the Alaska  
Purchase Treaty was signed  
in 1867, on the last Monday of  
the month.

Alaska Day  |  October 18 
The anniversary of Alaska’s  
formal transfer from Russia 
to the United States in 1867. 

THE ALASKA  
EXPERIENCE 
FEELS OUT OF 
THIS WORLD

ACCESSIBLE  
TRAVELER  
OPPORTUNITIES

SUSTAINABLE 
TOURISM

but it all happens in the U.S.A. 

For a wild place, we’re  
surprisingly accessible.

Currency: We use the U.S. dollar.

Interested in learning more? Visit TravelAlaska.com to sign up for our monthly e-newsletter.
@TravelAlaska @TravelAlaska @TravelAlaska @TravelAlaska_

Travel at your own pace along the famed Alaska Highway.  
This spectacular, fully paved road was constructed in 1942 to  
connect Alaska to the Continental U.S. and Canada. Take your time 
and enjoy the sights of British Columbia and the Yukon Territory 
before crossing into Interior Alaska.

To get to Alaska you’ll have to cross the Canadian border, which 
means you have to be ready for international travel. Bring your  
passport and get the latest rules at cbp.org.

For more driving tips, visit: TravelAlaska.com/ByRoad
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BY ROAD

Cruises depart April—October 
from Seattle or Vancouver and  
typically last 7—14 days. Take 
a round-trip cruise through the 
Inside Passage and back, or take 
a cross-gulf cruise to continue 
across the Gulf of Alaska and  
disembark in Southcentral  
Alaska. From there, it’s easy to  

hop on the train or a bus for 
a land-based adventure.

For a more independent  
experience, travel on the Alaska 
Marine Highway aboard a state  
ferry from ports in Bellingham, WA, 
or Prince Rupert, BC. Walk on or 
bring your car along for the ride.

As the most popular way to visit us, our boat tourism options come in all 
ships and sizes. There are quite a few ways to get to Alaska by boat:

@TravelAlaska

Scan the QR code or visit  
TravelAlaska.com/travelsafe  
for the latest travel guidelines.



GETTING AROUND

PACKAGE TOURS 
How to get around? Where to 
stay? What to do? Don’t worry 
about the details. Tour operators 
and travel agents design tours 
that feature the state’s highlights 
and everything on your bucket  
list. Package trips are available  
at all price ranges, from rugged  
to luxurious and everything  
in between. 

In a state this size getting around is half the fun. Most itineraries 
include more than one way of traveling. 

CRUISES 
Set sail for Alaska! Our state is  
a cruiser’s paradise, with a range 
of ships and trips to take you on 
your dream vacation. You can 
choose from a small to large ship, 
a round-trip or one-way itinerary, 
an Inside Passage or Gulf of  
Alaska route. Customize your  
journey with shore excursions at 
ports of call along the way. You  
can even build on your vacation 
with a land-based tour before  
or after your cruise. 

DO IT YOURSELF (DIY)
Alaska is big, but it’s not  
intimidating. Create your own 
dream itinerary with help from 
TravelAlaska.com. On our site, 
you’ll find details and deals,  
itineraries and ideas, tips and  
tricks to get the most out of  
your Alaska vacation. From  
moose to mountains, Alaska  
is waiting, for you. 

BY ROAD
Alaska has 31,000 miles of road. And no matter 
which road you take, it’s sure to be a beautiful trip. 
Rent a car, RV, or even a motorcycle, and experience 
the state at your leisure. Take a coach between  
Denali National Park and Kenai Fjords National Park. 
Or take one of the great road trips on page 25. 

BY RAIL
Enjoy the view without driving yourself. Alaska has 
two legendary railways: 67.5-mile White Pass & Yukon 
Route, which leads from Skagway to the historic  
Yukon gold fields; and the Alaska Railroad, whose 
iconic cars travel 470 miles of rail from Seward to 
Fairbanks and points in between. Rail is a great way  
to see the state as part of a package or day trip. 

BY WATER
Cruising is the most popular way to see Alaska on 
the water, but it’s not the only option. Travel between 
Alaska communities by ferry or water taxi. Rent  
kayaks to explore our waterways or take a day cruise 
to see calving glaciers. Seeing Alaska by water is  
an unforgettable experience. 

TYPES OF TRIPS

BY AIR 
Experience the diversity Alaska has to offer by air. 
Only 18 percent of our communities are accessible 
by the road system. It’s no wonder Alaska has more 
pilots per capita than any other state—airplanes 
are our public transit. Regular air service connects 
large towns and smaller communities, saving you 
time, so you can see more. 

IS THERE A WAY TO SEE EVERYTHING?

CROSS-GULF 
CRUISE

THE GREAT  
CIRCLE DRIVE

ALASKA WILDLIFE 
ADVENTURE

Sailing through wild nature while  
enjoying the luxuries of a modern 
ship is an unforgettable way to  
explore Alaska. Most cruises go up 
the Inside Passage, and some sail 
across the Gulf of Alaska to end in 
Seward, Whittier, or Anchorage.

Along the way, they stop in ports of 
call for a wide variety of excursions, 
from hiking in Tongass National 
Forest, to sampling fresh seafood 
(or fishing for it!), ziplining above the 
rainforest, learning about Alaska 
Native arts and culture, and flying out 
to see wildlife in their habitats.

Cross-gulf cruises give you the best 
of both worlds when you add on a 
land-based tour after your cruise. 
Continue your adventure on a  
motor coach or train to experience  
the sights and adventures of  
Southcentral and Interior Alaska. 
Head north to visit Denali National 
Park and fly out of Fairbanks.

Rent a car or RV to explore Alaska  
at your own pace. Start in Anchorage, 
and head north to Talkeetna. This 
quaint town—some say it was the  
inspiration for Northern Exposure— 
is a starting point for Denali  
mountaineers. From here, visit  
Denali National Park and Preserve  
for a guided wilderness tour.

Continue north toward Fairbanks  
and explore the town before taking 
a day trip to the Arctic Circle. On 
dark nights, look up: this is prime  
aurora-spotting territory.

Begin your return trip by driving  
toward Delta Junction, Copper  
Center, and the awe-inspiring 
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park & 
Preserve. Here, visit McCarthy and 
Kennecott. This early 1900s copper 
mining town has been partially  
restored and is fascinating to explore.

Wrap up with a trip to Valdez,  
where you can catch the Alaska  
Marine Highway ferry to Whittier  
and a quick return to Anchorage. 

From Anchorage, rent a car and head 
south to Seward. Take your time: stop 
to have lunch in Girdwood, fish in  
Cooper Landing, or explore the trails 
near Exit Glacier along the way. On a 
half-day glacier and wildlife viewing 
cruise in Kenai Fjords National Park, 
look for whales, otters, Steller sea 
lions, and puffins. 

From Seward, drive west and south 
to Homer, a quirky town that’s called 
the halibut fishing capital of the world. 
Make the most of the trip: stop in  
Cooper Landing or Soldotna to fish  
the legendary Kenai River, or just to 
have lunch with a gorgeous water 
view. Take your car on the ferry to 
Alaska’s garden island of Kodiak and 
explore the Kodiak National Wildlife 
Refuge, or book a flightseeing tour 
to Katmai National Park & Preserve 
to watch the world-famous coastal 
brown bears in their natural habitat. 

Book ahead for a return seat on the 
Alaska Marine Highway ferry or, to 
save time, fly from Kodiak to  
Anchorage instead. 

The short answer is no. But you can get a pretty good introduction 
to the state with one of these popular trips.

You can find dozens more itineraries at TravelAlaska.com/Trips
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Learn more at TravelAlaska.com/TravelWithin



15,000 - 4,000 BCE

First people 
arrived in 
Alaska over 
Bering  
Land Bridge

HISTORY & TIMELINE

1741
Russian Navy Officer, Vitus 
Bering arrived in Alaska

1872
Gold discovered near Sitka

1880
Pacific Coast Steamship 
Company offered first  
passenger voyage  
to Alaska

12,000 - 10,000 BCE 
Oldest confirmed  
prehistoric sites in Alaska

8,000 BCE
Alaska Native cultures 
thrive, creating art— 
including petroglyphs— 
in the southeast region

1,000 BCE
South Bering Sea and 
North Pacific people  
become North Alaska Inuit

Found in Wrangell, Alaska

1778
Captain James Cook  
sailed Alaska’s coastline, 
including Cook Inlet, while 
looking for the Northwest 
Passage

1912
Alaska became a 
U.S. Territory

1913

First person 
stood on  
Denali’s  
true summit 
ATHABASCAN, WALTER HARPER 

1932

First glacier 
landing on 
Denali  
BUSH PILOT, JOE CROSSON

1897

Start of the 
Klondike 
Gold Rush 

1973

First  
Iditarod  
Sled Dog 
Race

1942
Alaska Highway, the first 
overland connection to the 
rest of the United States,  
was constructed

Aleutian Islands of Attu 
and Kiska invaded by  
Japanese during  
World War II

Seward Depot

1923
Alaska Railroad is  
completed: 470 miles 
of track lad from  
Seward to Fairbanks

1927
Wien Air offered first  
commercial air service 
in Alaska

1957
Airlines began using  
Anchorage International  
Airport for over the pole 
traffic, starting with  
Copenhagen-Tokyo service 

1999
Whittier Tunnel opened to 
vehicular traffic, becoming 
the longest rail/vehicle 
shared tunnel in the  
United States

2007
Lance Mackey was the first 
musher to win both the  
Iditarod and Yukon Quest  
in the same year 

2008
Susan Butcher Day 
Designated the first  
Saturday in March to  
celebrate the iconic  
musher who won four  
Iditarods and summited  
Denali with Joe Redington 
and his dog team  

2018
Alaskan skier Kikkan Randall 
won Olympic gold with the 
U.S. cross-country team

1964
Good Friday earthquake 
(9.2 magnitude)

1968
Oil discovered in 
Prudhoe Bay

1974
Construction began  
on the Trans-Alaska 
Pipeline System

1980
Signing of the Alaska  
National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act,  
protecting Alaska’s  
natural resources for  
public interest and  
Alaska Native subsistence
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1867
U.S. purchased Alaska from 
Russia for $7.2 million in 
gold, later known as  
Seward’s Folly

1925
Dogsledders brought 
lifesaving diphtheria  
serum to Nome, which 
later inspired the Iditarod

1959
Alaska admitted as 
the 49th State

2019
60th Anniversary of 
Alaska Statehood

Alaska State Flag

Fort Wrangell, Alaska

Prospectors  
moving over  

Chilkoot Pass 
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1966
Alaska Federation of Natives 
formed to represent Alaska 
Native land rights.




